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Narrative Reading Learning Progression
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Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4

LITERAL COMPREHENSION

Retelling/
Summary/
Synthesis

Within Text

As I read, I see that a story has parts 
and I can talk briefly about a part 
that I just read. After I read another 
part, I can put the parts together and 
talk about them.
At the end of a story, I can retell it by 
saying something about the main 
character(s) and the big events, in 
order.

As I read a novel, I can think back 
over and briefly summarize the parts 
of the story that relate to what I’m 
reading.
When I finish a book, I can briefly 
summarize it in a way that shows 
what I know about the story and 
its story elements. I talk about the 
characters—their traits and wants—
and recap especially important 
events using sequence words. 
Alternatively, I may talk about the 
problem and solution.
If the character learned a life lesson, 
I mention that, most likely at the end 
of my summary.

As I read a novel, I can think back 
over and briefly summarize the parts 
of the story that relate to what I’m 
reading.
When I finish a book, I can briefly 
summarize it in a way that shows 
knowledge of the important 
aspects of the story, including the 
story elements. I talk about the 
characters—their traits and wants—
and recap important events using 
sequence and cause-effect words or 
using a problem-solution structure.
I talk about the big ideas/themes 
that the story teaches.

INTERPRETIVE READING

Inferring 
about 
Characters 
and Other 
Story 
Elements

Character 
Traits

I notice big things that a character 
says, does, and thinks, and I think 
about what this might show about a 
character’s feelings.
I think about whether the main 
character meets with a problem, and 
if so, how the character solves it.

I can develop ideas (theories) about 
the kind of person a character is. I 
know this means talking about a 
character’s traits (personality), and 
I’m careful not to confuse the way a 
character feels for a trait.
When a character makes a decision 
and does something, I can usually 
figure out why, based on what I 
know of the character and what 
happened earlier.

I keep in mind that characters are 
complicated. For example, I might 
think about how the character is 
different on the outside than the 
inside or in one part of the story or in 
one relationship than another.
I’m interested in what really drives 
a character to make the decisions 
or take the actions he or she takes. 
What does the character really want?
I know that a character’s action will 
sometimes seem small (closing 
a door) but will actually signal a 
deeper meaning.


